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of the province by excessive rainfall. I believe that whatever
measures it was possible in the circumstances to devise for the
relief of distress have been put into effect. My Govern&ent
made a special grant for agriculture to meet the situation. I
wish your province all future prosperity.

Lord Reading's Speech at Government House, Mysore
29th November 1923

I thank Your Highness most cordially for the very warm
welcome you have extended both on your behalf and on behalf
of your subjects to Her Excellency and myself on the occasion
of our first visit to the Mysore State, Your Highness has
alluded to me in most generous terms. I greatly value your
kind expressions and felicitations, coming as they do from one
whose personal character and achievements I hold in high
regard. Your Highnesses words have a special meaning for me,
for they reveal the understanding sympathy of a ruler set at
the head of an important State, who has an intimate knowledge
of the doubts and difficulties confronting administrators. These
difficulties have never deterred you in your task. You have
never hesitated to resolve doubts, so that you might remove
them from your path in the execution of your responsibilities ;
and, above all, I prize words of appreciation from Your High-
ness because you have always made efficiency in your Govern-
ment your watchword and viewed the interests of your people
as the keystone of your administration.

Her Excellency, I know, values your special reference to her
and to her work for the women and children of India. If she
has been able to make progress with her beneficent schemes,
her success is largely due to the warm-hearted sympathy and
practical support she received from Your Highness and others
who share views on the ultimate importance to India of her work.

I need not assure Your Highness that we have been eagerly
looking forward to our visit to Mysore. It is a great pleasure
to me to renew my acquaintance with Your Highness in your
own State. It is of happy augury that my visit is paid shortly
after the inception by Your Highness of great constitutional
changes in your State. Your Highness has for long wisely
pursued the policy of your State in the work of the administra-
tion, It must be most gratifying to Your Highness to find
that the confidence which you have reposed in your subjects
has been fully justified and repaid, and that you have now been